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Introduction
Anchor of the Region

Continued Investment

Once a swamp land called Buffalo Lick, Buckeye
Lake has grown into one of Central Ohio’s favorite
lakes with 3,000 acre of water and a total of 21
islands.

Buckeye Lake dam reconstruction was a
necessary infrastructure investment based on the
U.S. Army Corps of engineers report showing the
almost 200-year-old dam was at risk of structural
failure leading to catastrophic flooding.

Today, this popular boating destination is a mix
of vacation rentals and full-time residents. It is
a great option to get away from the hustle and
bustle of the city to the quiet, small town vibe.
The small islands are the combination of private
residences and open to public access.
Visitors can enjoy everything from restaurants
to boat rentals to community activities. One of
the highlights is the 4th of July celebrations
culminating with the Boat Parade, with floats
across the lake participating in the event.
Some of the most well known food and beverage
destinations at Buckeye Lake are the Weldon’s
Ice Cream Factory, Buckeye Lake Winery, Buckeye
Lake Brewery, Our Lakeside Diner, Laid Back
Saloon, Buckeye Lake Yacht Club, Papa Boo’s,
North Shore Coffee Company, Boat Yard, and Chef
Shack.
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The project was successfully completed in 2018,
two years ahead of schedule and under budget.
The new levee features a 4.1 mile long multi-use
path which was quickly embraced by residents
and visitors as a recreational and community
asset.
The dam reconstruction is an enabling project
which has secured the lake for future generations
and opened the opportunity for continued
economic and public recreation development.

Local Leadership
Organized by local thought leaders representing
three counties, five villages, three townships,
two school districts, area civic and charitable
organizations, and area homeowners associations,
The Buckeye Lake Region Corporation (BLRC) is
solving pressing issues to increase the health of
the lake, leading the economic development vision,
and administering community-envisioned and
community-driven projects.

Two processes led by the Buckeye Lake Region
Corporation—a Pier Design Charrette and a
Hospitality Study—identified a pier project as the
next item of focus to spur economic development
in the region. The Buckeye Lake Pier Design &
North Shore Park Redevelopment Plan showcases
a new attraction that celebrates the lake, serves
long-time residents of the three-county region, and
invites the next generation of tourists and visitors
to engage with the lake.

2017

2017

Economic and
Fiscal Impacts of
the Buckeye Lake
2030 Economic
Development
Vision
Creation of
the Buckeye
Lake Region
Corporation

2016
2017

2018

This project, in conjunction with other studies
and grant initiatives lead by BLRC, is working
to ensure the lake is accessible to the public,
surrounded by thriving communities, connected
to job opportunities, and a catalyst for local
entrepreneurship.

2020

Buckeye Lake Region
Hospitality Master Plan

2020

2021

Buckeye Lake Pier
Design & North Shore
Park Redevelopment
Study

2021

Approval of the
BLR2036 Declaration
Creation of the Buckeye
Lake Community
Foundation

Buckeye Lake Region
2030 Planning Charrette

Completion of Buckeye
Lake Dam Restoration
and Reinforcement
project

Crystal Lagoon feasibility
study

Administration of
BLASST Buckeye Lake
Region Independence
Day Celebration
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Project Vision & Goals
The Pier was identified by the community and
supported by a market study as the priority for
the next project to be funded for design and
development at Buckeye Lake. This amenity will
act as an anchor attraction and spur economic
development. The pier is an opportunity for
Buckeye Lake to embrace its identity as a regional
attraction—as a place where residents, visitors,
and people of all ages and backgrounds can live
and play while making memories in common,
where trust and social fabric is built, and where
social and economic divisions are diminished.

Design Goals
Act as a catalyst for new, high-quality development
and uses that will enhance the vitality, accessibility,
and civic appeal of the area in addition to spurring
economic development and job creation.

Respond to the district’s history and character,
development patterns, and future potential.

Contribute to a quality public realm that
integrates civic art and landscape design as it
relates to the human scale experience.

Clearly define the role of the Pier as a civic and
cultural icon for the local Buckeye Lake community
while also serving the region’s tourism.

Promote adaptability as circumstances and
needs evolve over time and, especially
in light of climate change.
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Building on the BLR 2036 Vision to be the most popular yearround, tourism destination of the Midwest, The Buckeye Lake
Pier Design & North Shore State Park Redevelopment Plan
celebrates Buckeye Lake as one of the most valuable natural
and cultural assets in central Ohio. The Buckeye Lake Pier
& North Shore Park Redevelopment design creates a new
attraction that celebrates the lake, serves long-time residents
of the three-county region, and invites the next generation of
tourists and visitors to engage with the lake.”
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Community Outreach & Feedback

Community Vision Survey

346

VISION FOR THE VILLAGE...

Vision Survey Responses

1,800+

AESTHETICS

GREEN SPACE

NEW DEVELOPMENT

People Reached

Walking or biking for
exercise are the

#1

VISION FOR THE PIER...
Make it an ongoing attraction for
everyone [including residents] not
just those visiting.”

Make people feel like a part of the
lake life, even if they don’t have their
own boat or water craft.”

reason people
visit North
Shore Park
FOOD
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SHOPS

VIEWS

WALKWAYS

EVENTS

Community Concept Survey

DESIRED ACTIVITIES & PROGRAMS

408

Concept Survey Responses

TOP THEMES...
1 Let’s make it happen!

CONCERTS &
MUSIC

EVENTS &
FESTIVALS

RESTAURANT, CAFE,
& DINING OPTIONS

Just a fun and restful day where you can
dine and maybe let the children enjoy
some activities. I think it would improve the
area and bring much needed revenue.”

FAMILY ACTIVITIES,
GATHERING SPACES, &
PLAYGROUND

OVERALL
EXCITEMENT

Most excited about more entertainment
and new restaurants/shops. It would
be great to have small festivals and
concerts here!”

2 Excitement for special events,
entertainment, play, shopping &
dining options.
3 Enhance the health of the lake.
4 E
 nsure the park and pier amenities
are accessible, clean, and safe for all
users.
5 Contribute to the character of the area
& connect to the history of Buckeye
Lake.

SENTIMENT ANALYSIS
Excitement

72%

All comments were analyzed for their general sentiment,
with the following results:

Neutral

17%

Concern

11%

Excitement comments centered around excitement for the pier design and for events, festivals, and live music in the updated park.
Neutral comments included off-topic responses, prompts to ensure park safety and cleanliness, and questions about how the
redesigned boat ramp would work, which will be addressed in the final design package. Concern comments included sentiment
that the lake shouldn’t change, including concern about overcrowding, increased property taxes, traffic, and boater safety.
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Economic
Impact
Introduction
Economic impacts can be defined and quantified in
many different contexts. A macro-level economic
impact analysis measures the operational
spending by an economic entity or entities
(such as a company or group of companies) and
the spending of its workforce within a defined
geographic area. The impacts of this economic
activity can be quantified in terms of economic
output, household income, and jobs supported by
using multipliers that measure this spending and
subsequent re-spending (aka multiplier impact
or ripple effect). This type of analysis is typically
conducted over a broader area such as counties,
regions, metropolitan areas, or states.
Economic impacts can also be studied on a more
local level, such as the impacts of visitor spending
within a particular business district and how this
spending impacts real estate, local business, jobs,
and taxes generated. In the case of Buckeye Lake,
new visitation triggered by the Pier will translate
into increased local spending, which in turn,
will generate sales and hospitality tax revenue
and provide market support for real estate
development that will generate new property taxes
and create opportunities for new jobs.
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These two impact categories are iterative,
such that visitation, and subsequent spending,
supports real estate development and tenanting,
while successful real estate endeavors, such as
hotels, restaurants, and attractions, can trigger
increased visitation. The following analysis aims
to capture this economic activity over a 20-year
period and represents an “order of magnitude”

Visitor
Spending

Real Estate
Development

Sales Tax
Hotel Tax
Jobs
SF Supported

Property Tax
Jobs
Added Visitation

Value Enhancement
Marketability
Quality of Life
Competitiveness
Population Growth

Development Program

of future benefits. Without direct survey data on
local visitation and spending activity, we relied
upon previous studies, market research, and
professional experience to determine reasonable
assumptions for the impact modeling.
In the case of an emerging tourism and visitation
market like Buckeye Lake, there is a “chicken or
egg” scenario in which the local market needs
to offer the right types of retail and recreational
amenities to capture visitor spending in the first
place, although market demand is needed to
catalyze the development of these new amenities.
We assume that the Pier will catalyze new market
demand and create opportunities for capturing
visitor spending in earlier years, most notably
from new non-local visitors. It is assumed that
over time, the market will add amenities, including
hotels, restaurants, and specialty retail, allowing it
to expand economic activity.
In addition to the direct economic and fiscal
impacts, there are additional qualitative benefits
such as value enhancement to surrounding real
estate and overall enhancements to quality of life,
marketability, and competitiveness that can lead to
other types of new development such as housing.
While critical to the overall “story” of Buckeye
Lake, quantifying these impacts require a deeper
study and are beyond the scope of this analysis.

It is our understanding that the new improvements (“the Pier”) will include a new lakefront pier
with attractions, redesigned park with beach, restaurant (7,600 square feet) and café (2,900
square feet), new marina and boating access, and parking lot. The pier itself, the special events
on the new stage, and the Lake Walk are anticipated to attract approximately 200,000 visitors
annually. These amenities are anticipated to catalyze new development (“Future Development”)
within walking distance that will include:

Phase 1

Future Development

Pier
Development

200 Hotel
Rooms

36K SF Restaurant +
5K Retail

200,000

100,000

400,000 to
500,000

net new visitors

7,600 SF
pier restaurant

net new visitors for hotel
stays

60%

occupancy

2,900 SF
pier café

2.2

persons per party

80%

net new visitors needed to
support restaurant

$400

sales per sqft

$25

spending per person

non-local
day-tripper only
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Summary of Impacts

PIER DEVELOPMENT

NEW HOTEL DEVELOPMENT

200,000 net new annual visitors

200 new hotel rooms

$50 per visit
80% share of net new visitors; 90% local spending
capture
2% annual increase in spending
day tripper only

20,000 SF of retail market support
$400 per square foot in spending

60 direct jobs + 3 to 4 new businesses
$25,000 avg. wage
18 jobs per business

20-Year Fiscal Impacts

$175 million in new spending
$13 million in state and county sales tax
$2million with 1% CID/Special Service Dist.

$60K per room market value
$61.51 reduced mill rate
2% annual spending and property value
appreciation
$90 RevPar
2.2 persons per party

50 direct jobs

$25,000 avg. wage
100,000 added visits

20-Year Fiscal Impacts (hotel only)

41K SF of restaurant and retail

$60 per SF market value
2% annual spending and property value
appreciation
$400 psfrest.
$300 psfretail
2% annual increase

170 direct jobs

$25,000 avg. wage
400,000-500,000 added visits

$133 million in total spending
$4 million in lodging tax
$10 million in sales tax
$1million with 1% CID/Special Service Dist.

20-Year Fiscal Impacts (rest/retail)

20-Year Fiscal Impacts (added visits)

20-Year Fiscal Impacts (added visits)

$73 million in total spending
$5 million in sales tax
$1 million with 1% CID/Special Service Dist.
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NEW RESTAURANT & RETAIL
DEVELOPMENT

$291 million in total spending
$21 million in sales tax
$3million with 1% CID/Special Service Dist.

60 jobs
$163 million in total spending
$12 million in sales tax
$2 million with 1% CID/Special Service Dist.

20-Year Impacts

$834M
Total Visitor Spending

$60M $4M $6M $8M 370
Sales Tax

Hospitality Tax

Property Tax

Special Levy

Direct Full Time Jobs
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Regional Context
161

NEWARK

161
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Analysis & Existing Conditions
Unique Regional Positioning
Buckeye lake is uniquely positioned between
several small to large towns and cities. In a 30
minute drive residents from Columbus, Newark,
and Lancaster can make the commute to Buckeye
lake for the day. Buckeye Lake’s close proximity to
Columbus provides buckeye lake an opportunity to
become a prime destination for greater Columbus
residents.

315

20 min.

16

COLUMBUS

37
79

30 min.

13
670

Exit 129
70/71

40

Exit 132

Exit 126

70

Buckeye Lake

30 min.
204

71

THORNVILLE

270

28 min.

24 min.

Pier Placement and Orientation
Wind and solar patterns were analyzed throughout
the design of the North Shore Pier. Protection
from predominant winds, winter ice shear, and
maximizing solar patterns are all important
weather considerations that influence the piers
orientation and placement.
Northshore State Park
Northshore state park is centrally located on the
lake with direct access from I70, North shore is
conveniently accessible from visitors coming from
Columbus and Newark.
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Weather Patterns

SOMERSET

OPPORTUNITIES

Local Context

ACTIVITY CENTER of the lake

I-70

supports area businesses: 10+ RETAIL
ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN 1 MILE
Closest ACCESS FROM I-70
CONNECTIVITY TO BUCKEYE LAKE BIKE
FACILITIES
9 ACRE SITE
Hebron Road

BOB’S BAR & GRILL

CHALLENGES
Busy site with variety of users

DONATOS

BUCKEYE LAKE SKATE PARK

RESIDENTIAL

CRENO’S PIZZA

OUR LAKESIDE DINER

SITE

Crane Lake

0.5 MILES

DRAGON VILLAGE
OF BUCKEYE LAKE

BUCKEYE LAKE BREWERY
Z’S VILLAGE MARKET

PIZZA COTTAGE

BARREL BAR

BUCKEYE LAKE YACHT CLUB

NORTH SHORE
COFFEE CO.
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Existing Conditions Aerial
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3rd Street

Hebron Road

Existing Conditions Plan

Union Avenue

2nd Street

1st Street

SITE

Crane Lake
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Project
Components
Today, North Shore State Park serves a multitude
of local and regional users. However, the autooriented site, disconnected green spaces
and dated facilities create safety conflicts for
pedestrians and park users while limiting the
meaningful use of the area as a significant
recreation amenity and driver of new economic
activity. The location, with its vast lakefront
acreage, is an opportunity for great public benefit.

Leveraging the 10-acre site, the North
Shore Park Redevelopment and Buckeye
Lake Pier Design provides solutions to
today’s constraints in a community-led
vision for a new regional attraction that
celebrates the lake, serves long-time
residents of the three-county region, and
invites the next generation of statewide
tourists and visitors to engage with
Buckeye Lake.
This project will provide an all-ages and fourseason regional park and recreation destination,
commercial opportunities for local entrepreneurs,
incentivize economic development and job growth
in a low-income region, and increase ecological
stability of this essential Central Ohio water
resource.
20

Key project components include:
New lakefront pier with restaurant, concession, and event
spaces, open-air pavilion gathering spaces, varied native
landscapes and formal park environments, amenitized and
pedestrian friendly boardwalk, and midway event corridor
with amusement attractions harkening to the areas roots
as a turn of the century amusement park;
Five-acre signature park with a new beach, walking paths,
destination playground, native wetland features, event
and picnic lawn, restaurant, concession, event spaces, and
abundant public comfort facilities;
Improved access and increased five-acre parking area
that will be inviting and safe for all users (vehicles, boat
trailers, pedestrians, and bicyclists), mitigate traffic on the
local arterial roadways, and increase total parking spaces
for visitors and businesses;
Waters-edge sporting opportunities for passive and active
recreation, for fishing, boating, sailing, kayaking, and more;
Improved lake access with a new transient boater
marina, new boat launch facilities, pier-side boat docking
opportunities, and ADA accessible kayak and canoe launch
facilities.
New Crane Lake channel providing improved boat access
and enhanced pedestrian bridge.
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Hebron Road

3rd Street

Union Avenue

2nd Street

FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT

PARKING

Crane Lake

SPORT

1st Street

PARK
79

Buckeye Ave
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BOATS

BEACH

PIER

Buckeye Lake
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Pier Design
The ±500 feet-long, ±64,500 square foot pier is a
land pier constructed with sheet pile walls and
structural fill containing fully embedded utilities.
The pier is lined with multiple different spaces all
connected by a wooden boardwalk promenade
that can support emergency vehicles and food
trucks. Spaces along the promenade include
a picnic lawn, an amusement plaza, a native
cranberry bog landscape experience, and a sunset
terrace with lake steps to connect visitors to the
water. A variety of structures also help activate the
pier including a restaurant, Ferris wheel, carousel,
and open air pavilion.

Why a land pier?
The land pier structure provides long term
flexibility and adaptability for program,
flood stability, western wind shier for
boat docks, simplicity in construction,
and ability to hold utilities and building
infrastructure.
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Sunset View Terrace & Pavilion
The sunset terrace is an open and flexible
gathering space that can be used to host many
different events. The pier pavilion provides an
open air shelter with a fire place to allow multi
season use, while also housing public restrooms
and a small concession area for quick bites to eat.
Wooden steps leading into the lake give visitors an
opportunity to interact with the water. The open
terrace can be fitted with tables and chairs for
a daily lunch spot, formal seating arrangements
for a wedding, or vendor booths for a weekend
community event.

Connection to the water...
The park and pier vision invites
interaction with the water in multiple
ways—whether you are casting a fishing
pole, walking hand-in-hand with a
sweetheart, splashing with the kids, or
watching a sunset with friends.
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Connection to the Shore
The park and pier design creates continuous
access to the shoreline and connectivity from the
land to the water. From the water, boaters can
access the ±40 space transient marina, including
kayak tie offs, on the east edge of the pier. On land,
park visitors can step down to the water from
the event lawn, overlook the water from the pier,
and walk out into the lake from the Buckeye Lake
Beach. The new beach is immediately connected
to a new nature playground and will encourage
families to spend the day at the North Shore Park.

Special events...
Boats can drop anchor to enjoy a musical
performance or movie showing on the 360°
North Shore Stage—enjoyable from the
water and the event lawn.
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Fun for the Whole Family
Amenities for all ages include a Ferris wheel,
carousel, beach, and nature playground,
all connected to Buckeye Lake history. The
playground is inspired by the earthen dams
that form the lake and “Deep Cut,” the hand dug
channel which was cut through the low ridge area
at the southwest corner of the lake. The Deep Cut
was essential for getting water from Buckeye
Lake into the Ohio canal system. Natural stone
rock outcroppings and timber shoring children’s
climbing walls will hint back to the history of
Buckeye Lake’s construction and provide a place
to play and learn.

A Nod to Local History North Shore State Park is part of the site
that was once Buckeye Lake Park – an
amusement park that drew visitors from
across the Midwest. The Buckeye Lake
Pier design showcases a Ferris Wheel and
carousel to connect to this history and
again provide a regional destination full of
activities.
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Waterfront Dining
Two restaurants provide indoor and outdoor
waterfront dining. The Pier View Restaurant,
depicted here, provides a year-round signature
dining experience with beautiful lake views. A
seasonal Launch Cafe overlooks the boat launch
and transient marina.

A signature dining experience...
The restaurant is a signature structure,
with its height and distinctive form at
the forefront upon guest’s arrival to the
park. A large patio seats guests in fair
whether, and three-sided glass walls
ensure indoor guests have beautiful
lake views and feel connected to the
outdoors.
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The Midway Boardwalk
Paying homage to the historic midway experience
of Buckeye Lake Amusement Park and to the
linear stretch of a traditional wooden pier, the
Midway boardwalk connects all experiences of
the park and pier including parking, event lawn,
cranberry bog garden, playground, amusement
rides, overlooks and Sunset Terrace. Fishing,
picnicking, walking, enjoying the view, and special
events are all invited to happen along the Midway.

Buckeye Lake Midway...
The Midway boardwalk leads guests from
the parking lot all the way to the end of
the pier to the Sunset Terrace. The 30’
foot wide Midway has places to dine and
enjoy the view day-to-day and flexibility
to hold vendors for special events such
as arts fairs and food truck festivals.
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Activities & Events
The open space on the Pier and in North Shore
Park are available for daily use by park visitors—
whether throwing a Frisbee, having a picnic,
taking a ride on the Ferris Wheel, or walking for
exercise. Several spaces are also designed with
the flexibility to hold special events, such as the
North Shore Stage depicted here, which provides
shady pavilion space day-to-day and can hold
performances or show movies that can be seen
from attendees in the lawn or in their boats on the
water.

Event Showcase...
The event lawn is flexible for holding
events of multiple sizes throughout
the year—such as movies, live music,
exercise programs, children’s programs,
festivals, and markets.
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Project
Highlights
Project Investment
• Pier

$10m - $12m

• Park

$9m - $11m

• Bridge

$2m - $2.5m

• Marina

$750k - $1.25m

The North Shore Park and Buckeye Lake Pier
program includes:
Park, Open Space & Environment
• Wetland experience natural area
• Cranberry Bog Landscape
• Festival lawn
• Restored Fish Habitat
Park Buildings
• Pier View Restaurant
• Launch Cafe
• Sunset Terrace
• North Shore Stage & Pavilion
• Nature Playground
Recreational Attractions, Events & Activation
• Ferris wheel
• Carousel
• Nature Playground
• Festival lawn
• Lawn Terrace
• Park Lawn
• Beach
38

Access & Connectivity
• Multiple new entryways to alleviate traffic on
Hebron Road and make boat launching easier.
• Expanded boat parking and vehicle parking with
landscaping
• New four-lane boat launch and accessible kayak
launch
• Expanded Crane Lake access and heightened
foot bridge to allow two-way boating access
• Buckeye Lake Midway
• Walking paths
• Transient boat parking
• Marina Deck
Flood Protection & Crane Lake
• New pedestrian bridge
• Reconstructed lake channel
• New flood gate structure under pedestrian
bridge
Pier Structure
• 130 ‘ wide x 540’ long pier structure
• Steel or Vinyl sheet piling walls with engineered
fill
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Program

Park, Open Space &
Environment
• Wetland experience natural area
• Cranberry Bog Landscape
• Festival lawn
• Lawn Terrace
• Restored Fish Habitat
• Parking area landscaping
• Park Lawn
• Beach
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90% conc
04/1

ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN PRECEDENTS
ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN PRECEDENTS
Program

Park Buildings
The design of the proposed buildings at the
Buckeye Lake Northshore Park Redevelopment
are inspired by the simplicity of traditional wood
pier construction. While the pier itself is of solid
earthen construction, the signature restaurant and
pier pavilion provide light, airy, elevated structures
that emphasis views of Buckeye Lake and the
sky and landscape beyond. A consistent natural
material palette is utilized throughout the site to
create a cohesive, holistic built environment that is
seamlessly tied into the park’s site design.
Structures include a Pier View Restaurant, Launch
Cafe, Sunset Terrace Pavilion, and North Shore
Stage.

State Park
Lodge

Architectural
Inspiration
Modern
Boathouse
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Crane Lake
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Program: Park Buildings

Pier View Restaurant
The restaurant serves as the site’s signature
structure, with its height and distinctive form
at the forefront upon guest’s arrival to the park.
Exposed vertical structural elements present
at both the interior and exterior of the building,
combined with the use of folding glass exterior
walls at the second-story roof deck, blur the line
between interior and exterior space allowing
one to feel part of the pier experience whether
sheltered in the conditioned restaurant space
or sitting on the generous raised balcony. Core
functions are located toward the north and center
of the building, allowing for guest views of the pier,
lake, sky, and park from throughout the structure.
A simple, clean material palette is proposed which
highlights natural elements and incorporates a
steel structural system which relate to those found
in the proposed ferris wheel and carousel.

90% conceptual design
04/16/2021

the pier RESTAURANT
EQUIPMENT SCREEN,
CEDAR, CLEAR FINISH
CEDAR FASCIA WITH
METAL COPING,
CHARCOAL FINISH

EXPOSED HEAVY
TIMBER STRUCTURE

CEDAR FASCIA WITH
METAL COPING,
CHARCOAL FINISH

EXPOSED STEEL AND
CABLE STRUCTURE,
CHARCOAL FINISH

the pier RESTAURANT

90% conceptual design
04/16/2021
CEDAR CLAPBOARD,
CLEAR FINISH

CEDAR CLAPBOARD,
CLEAR FINISH

EQUIPMENT SCREEN,
ALUMINUM STOREFRONT SYSTEM,
CEDAR, CLEAR
FINISH
CHARCOAL FINISH

east elevation

north elevation

CEDAR FASCIA WITH
METAL COPING,
CHARCOAL FINISH
EXPOSED HEAVY
TIMBER STRUCTURE

CEDAR FASCIA WITH
METAL COPING,
CHARCOAL FINISH

EQUIPMENT SCREEN,
CEDAR, CLEAR FINISH

EXPOSED STEEL AND
CABLE STRUCTURE,
CHARCOAL FINISH
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Program: Park Buildings

The Launch Cafe
The Launch Café provides for a relaxed, grounded
retreat featuring views of boats as they launch
in Crane Lake and proceed under the new bridge
and out to Buckeye Lake. The café utilizes the
general material palette for the site and, like the
restaurant, blurs the line between interior and
exterior through its use of glass and operable
glass walls on the perimeter. Additional program
elements at the café include retail sales for
last minute needs at the boat launch and public
restrooms accessible from the exterior for offhour use. Fire pits have been incorporated for
small group gathering along Crane Lake.
90% conceptual design
04/16/2021

the LAUNCH CAFE

the LAUNCH CAFE

90% conceptual desig
04/16/2021
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Program: Park Buildings

North Shore Pavilion
The North Shore Stage is designed for both live
events and outdoor movies, with viewing possible
from the festival lawn, from boats and the east
side of the pier, or both for flexible programming
opportunities. The roof structure utilizes steel and
wood, with the addition of cable supports, recalling
the maritime connection of the park. When not
in use for events the stage has multipurpose use
as a pavilion, providing shaded seating for park
visitors, including families enjoying the beach and
adjacent nature playground.

90% conceptual design
04/16/2021 EVENT LAWN
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Program: Park Buildings

Pier Pavilion
The pier pavilion, located opposite the restaurant
at the far end of the pier, provides sheltered
gathering space which is immersed in the
experience of the Sunset Terrace. The pavilion
features a four-sided fireplace from which one can
find warmth as they look out on to the lake. On
a day to day basis the sheltered area is open to
all guests for their enjoyment, with the option for
event rentals.
The pavilion also includes a portion of conditioned
space, including public restrooms and a
concessions area. Materials utilized in the pavilion
compliment those of the restaurant, utilizing wood
cladding, exposed steel structure, and stacked
slate.
the pier PAVILION

the pier PAVILION

90% conceptual design
04/16/2021

90% conceptual d
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Program: Recreational Attractions, Events & Activation

Recreational Attractions

Ferris wheel with
enclosed gondolas

Recreational Attractions include:

Cranberry Marsh
Landscape Experience

• Ferris wheel with closed gondolas
• Carousel, traditional style
• Nature Playground based on ‘Deep Cut’, a
hallmark engineering feature in lake’s history

West
Marina

Sunset Terrace
& Pavilion

Pier Midway
Promenade
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Stone Nature
Steps & Slides
Wood Shoring
Climbing Wall

Pier Midway
Promenade

Pier
Overlook

‘Deep Cut’ Nature
Playground
Buckeye Lake
Beach
Stone Beach
Steps
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Program: Recreational Attractions, Events & Activation

Events & Activation
The open space on the Pier and in North Shore
Park are available for daily use by park visitors—
whether throwing a Frisbee, having a picnic,
taking a ride on the Ferris Wheel, or walking for
exercise. Several spaces are also designed with
the flexibility to hold special events. These include:
• Festival Lawn and North Shore Stage, which
provides shady pavilion space day-to-day and
can hold performances or show movies that can
be seen from attendees in the lawn or in their
boats on the water. The Festival Lawn is the
parks’ largest event space.
• Pier Pavilion at the Sunset Terrace, available
for picnicking, special events, and the option for
event rentals.
• Buckeye Lake Midway, which can hold vendors
for events such as farmers markets and food
truck festivals.
• Lawn Terrace, in front of the restaurant which
could small events such as outdoor wedding
ceremonies.
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Program

Access & Connectivity
The circulation plan includes new boater entrance,
queuing/rigging space for boats on trailers, and an
expanded boat launch with four boat ramps.
The Crane Lake channel will be deepened and
widened, including a new raised footbridge,
to accommodate the variety of boats that visit
Buckeye Lake. Sailboat rigging space will be
located in Buckeye Lake for boats that can rig in
the water, which includes the large majority of
sailboats that regularly access Buckeye Lake.

Access improvements include:
• Multiple new entryways to alleviate traffic on
Hebron Road and make boat launching easier.

Connectivity improvements include:
• Buckeye Lake Midway

• Expanded boat parking and vehicle parking

• Transient boat parking

• New four-lane boat launch and accessible kayak
launch

• Marina Deck

• Expanded Crane Lake access and heightened
foot bridge to allow two-way boating access

An accessible kayak launch allows kayak users
of all abilities to easily launch and take out their
boats without getting into the water.
Pedestrian connectivity within the park/pier
and to the Village is paramount. Multiple paths,
including the Buckeye Lake Midway that stretches
the length of the pier, create a comfortable and
safe pedestrian experience. Paths connect to the
waterfront multiuse path along the dam.
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Accessible
Kayak Launch

• Walking paths

Restored Fishing
Habitat

Naturalized Edge

Boat Ramps (4)
Accessible
Kayak Launch
Boat Tie-offs
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SOURCE KS ENGINEERING
Pedestrian Bridge
B U C K E Y E LAK E
Pedestrian Bridge
The pedestrian bridge at the Crane Lake channel is a prefabricated single span steel truss structure. The abutment wall and
foundations will be designed in tandem with the concrete spill
way and flood control device

Program

Bridge Structure
Prefabricated steel truss with reinforced concrete abutments
on spread footings.
Spans: Single span +/-60’ (back to back of backwalls
Deck: 12’
Loading: AASHTO Pedestrian live load
Wearing Surface: Concrete

Flood Protection & Crane Lake
SOURCE
MKSK / AECOM
The existing dam
separating
Buckeye Lake and
Crane lake consists of an earthen dam fortified
with a sheet pile cut off wall. This portion of the
dam protects the residential properties along
Crane Lake to a similar flood risk of the properties
surrounding Buckeye Lake Dam. Within the limits
of this portion of the dam, there is a small gate
structure which allows water to pass between
the two lakes during normal water levels but also
provides the ability to restrict flow from Buckeye
Lake during high water or flood conditions.

Flood control gate
(shown in elevated
position for clarity)
Reinforced
concrete wall

Flood control gate hinge
at base of concrete spillway
Crane Lake
Section

G6

CRANE LAKE CHANNEL - SECTION

The new dam design includes an elevated
pedestrian
bridge
to create adequate clearance for
Channel
Section
two-way KS
boat
traffic, channel depth expansion to
recommends selecting a ‘design boat’ for the proposed improvements. Considering
trailerable/towable
boat diprovide year-round
laketypical
access,
and a pneumatic
mensions and other boats on Buckeye Lake, KS recommends
a 30-foot length
and 9-foot beam
for the design
gate structure
to provide
proper
floodboat.
protection
for CraneKSLake
residents
and
owners.
recommends
widening the
gate property
structure/channel
entrance The
Crane Lake to accommodate a single boat two-way traffic as
flood gatetoshown
structure
designed
accommodate
in Figure 2-8is
in ASCE
50. Designto
conditions
include 0.5
times the beam of the design boat on the outside of each lane
four-season
boat traffic, based on the wintertime
with 1.5 times the beam between lanes. The lanes themselves
are advised
to be
times
the beam of to
the design
boat. This
water levels.
This
is1.5an
upgrade
the current
equals 5.5 times the beam of the design boat or about 50 feet.
structure, which allows passage only at summer
Channel resonance should be considered once design dimenwater levels.
Inconfirmed.
the down
position,
will
sions are
Resonance
of incident it
waves
canallow
cause
stress on the structure and should be avoided, particuwater andexcess
boats
to traffic/boat
freely wakes
travel
the lakes.
larly
if consistent
passbetween
through the channel.
Guidance for the fundamental periods of resonant waves is
In the upright
position the gate offers the same
included in ASCE 50 Figure 2-22.
protection
against
flooding to the Crane Lake
Channel and basin depths should be 2 to 3 feet below the keel
the design
vessel for safety.
This is about 5 feet below the
residentsofas
the existing
facility.

C RAN E LAK E

Stone Erosion
Control

Reinforced concrete
abutment

Concrete spillway
(beneath bridge)

12’ Bridge Deck

14’ Concrete spillway
(beneath bridge)

winter pool elevation of 888.5 feet (or 883.5 feet).

KS ENGINEERING
Far right:SOURCE
Diagram
of dam edge and proposed
pier elevation. the pier will be placed above the
flood protection
elevation established in the dam
Pedestrian Bridge
restoration project in order to protect the pier and
The pedestrian bridge at the Crane Lake channel is a prefabriits structures
in span
thesteel
event
of a flood
condition.
cated single
truss structure.
The abutment
wall and the
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waychannel
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new floodBridge
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project
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Pedestrian Bridge
B U C K E Y E LAK E

Above: Crane Lake channel expansion diagrams
and high level specifications for new footbridge
and flood control.

Deck: 12’
Loading: AASHTO Pedestrian live load
Wearing Surface: Concrete
SOURCE MKSK / AECOM

Flood control gate

Dam & Lake Edge Fortification

Crane Lake

Limits of sheet pile
remediation
to be adjusted as part
of crane lake channel
expansion

+895
+894
895+
895+

+895
+894
+897
+895

+895
+895

+896
+894

+894
+894
+ 896 top of gate structure

Limits of dam
remediation

KEY ELEVATIONS

Buckeye Lake

Proposed Pier elevation: 896
100 yr Flood Elevation: 893.2
Summer Water Elevation: +/-891.5

+896

+891.5 Water El

+896 Proposed Elevation
+894 Existing Elevation

Winter Water Elevation: +/-888.5
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Program

Pier Structure & Construction
Pier
The new pier structure will be roughly 130 feet
wide and reach over 500 feet out into the lake.
The pier perimeter will be built using steel or
vinyl sheet piling that will be driven down into the
lake bottom to firm material. Once the perimeter
sheeting is complete, the interior area will be
dewatered. This will then allow for the removal of
soft or loose material from the lake bottom within
the sheet piling area. Engineered fill will then be
placed in lifts inside the pier area to allow for firm
compaction of the subgrade. Before completing
the fill operations, the piles for the buildings and
the rides will be driven through the fill.
On the west side of the pier there is a walkway
that reaches out over the lake. This will be a wood
framed structure that will be secured to the pier
structure. The walkway will also be supported
with driven piles that will be centered on the
walkway to give an appearance of floating out over
the lake. At the southern end of the pier there
is another platform that will extend out from the
pier over the lake. This too will be wood framed
structure supported on driven piles, held back to
give the appearance of floating over the lake.
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Ferris Wheel and Carousel
The Ferris Wheel and Carousel rides will be
provided by an amusement ride vendor. They
would come to the site prefabricated and ready
for assembly. The foundations for each will
include driven piles with concrete pile caps. The
Ferris Wheel will have large reactions on the
foundations because it can catch a great deal of
wind. There will be 6 to 8 piles under each pile
cap for each of the eight support points. There
will be concrete grade beams that will link the pile
caps together for stability. The Carousel will have
a much smaller weight and require fewer piles.
The foundation system will have a central pile cap
under the center of the ride with driven piles and a
circular concrete grade beam with piles under the
perimeter of the ride.

Permitting
The technical documentation package that goes
along with this illustrative report provides a list
of expected permitting and approvals process for
pier construction. The permitting and approvals
process includes floodplain, development,
materials, structures, elevation, hydrologic and
hydrolic analysis. Agencies identified for various
permits and expected approvals process include
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
Licking County, Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR), US Army Corps of Engineers,
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA),
Village of Buckeye Lake, and Union Township.

Marina with Floating Dock
Pier Midway Promenade

Elevated Boardwalk

Raised Native Planting Areas
Pier Pavilion on Concrete Pile
Foundations

Picnic Area

Engineered Fill

Engineered Pier Wall
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Village Square
Focus Area Plan
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Village Square Focus Area Plan
The 2017 Vision Framework Charrette proposed
an enhanced North Shore State Park and
entertainment pier to complement a new Village
Center. This focus area plan further details this
concept with the following elements:
Main Street
The 2017 Charrette documented the consensus
of the community to forward the idea that
Hebron Road south of Interstate 70 be renamed
Buckeye Lake Boulevard. This area plan envisions
transforming the southern 2.5 blocks of that
boulevard into a village center for Buckeye lake: a
tree-lined Main Street-like thoroughfare. Defining
elements include broader sidewalks defined
continuously by 2 - 4 story mixed-use structures
fronted by outdoor dining, retail shopfronts,
on-street parking, are overlooked by office and
residential space on the upper floors.
The Village Square
At the intersection of Hebron Road and Walnut
Roads, the plan sites the historic fountain within
a center island presiding over a formal square
framed by two 4-story mixed-use buildings and
a welcome pavilion. This transformation of the
roadway and surrounding land uses create a
vibrant, walkable district that also continues the
level of service for vehicular and truck traffic on
Hebron Road.
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Village Square Focus Area Plan

Village Square Illustrative Master Plan

V

Buckeye Lake Blvd.
“Main Street”
(Hebron Rd.)

The Buckeye Lake Welcome Center & Museum
Acting as the gateway to the new pier and marina
park, the welcome center offers hospitality
to visitors and includes an exhibition hall that
celebrates the history of Buckeye Lake. Upstairs,
additional exhibit and meeting space could double
as a rentable event/ fundraising venue.
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The Market Hall & Green
Adjacent to the welcome center, and sharing a
porte-cochere, a covered Market Hall is angled
towards the pier and helps frame a green that
could host weekly farmers markets and seasonal
festivals. Above the open-air hall is a special
events room with a panoramic view of the park.

•
•

The Inn on the Square
The 4-story Inn on the Square would feature a
café-restaurant and lobby on the ground floor.
The second floor would include a fitness room,
a business center and meeting space. Extending
to the east a series of 2-story liner structures
would screen the park complex’s large parking
area and would allow for a row of head-in parking
on the ground level. South of the Market Hall, a
series of “container glamping tents”, operated by
the inn, blend luxury and rustic accommodations.
The tents could also function as retail or food/
beverage kiosks during festival and market days.

The Hotel
The Square

Welcome
Center

May 15, 2021
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Market Hall & Green

Kiosks/ Tents

Liner Hotel
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Village Square conceptual program
Conceptual Program
The Village Square conceptual program illustrates
the mixed use district including civic, lodging,
residential, restaurant, and small office land uses.
This mix of land uses builds on the strength of
the current food, beverage, and tourism economy
of the Village to create a “Main Street” character.
The residential uses embed the district into the
community and provide a range of housing options
for residents.
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VILLAGE SQUARE FOCUS AREA PLAN

5

CONCEPTUAL PROGRAM DIAGRAM

6

1• CIVIC Welcome Center/ Museum

4

2• CIVIC Market Hall
3• LODGING Hotel & Glamping Tents
4• MIXED-USE
Residential above Restaurants

5

3

7

5• MIXED-USE
Residential above Shops

3

2

6• RESIDENTIAL + OFFICE Live-Work

8

7 CIVIC Village Square

1

8• CIVIC Market Green/ Lake Park

3
May 15, 2021
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VILLAGE SQUARE FOCUS AREA PLAN

Village Square Focus Area Plan
Hebron Road Streetscape
The Village Square Focus Area Plan envisions
Hebron Road as a boulevard street with broad tree
canopy, sidewalks, cafe dining, bicycle connectivity,
and parallel parking lanes. The lane configuration
of the roadway accommodates the flow of
vehicular traffic and matches the current lane
configuration of Walnut Road. This creates a more
pleasant and cohesive driving experience while
also providing generous right of way to shape
the pedestrian realm and promote walkability.
Turning radii, mountable curbs, and other design
interventions will ensure access of the roadway
for trucks and emergency vehicles while not
detracting from pedestrian safety and comfort.

STREET SECTION THE VILLAGE SQUARE

Hebron Road concept at the village square

SETBACK & SIDEWALK

PARKING
LANE

BIKE/ CART
LANE

TRAVEL LANE

FOUNTAIN SQUARE

Park Entry & Hotel Liner Concept
The Village Square Focus Area Plan proposes May 11, 2021
lining the park entry roadway with small hotel
Park entry concept with liner hotel
building to frame the park space and screen the
park from the parking lot. As depicted, these 2-3
story liner buildings provide hotel rooms as an
extension of the Inn on the Square. They could also
take the form of small retail spaces, encouraging
local entrepreneurship and a boutique shopping
experience for visitors to the Pier and North Shore
Park. The result of this roadway condition is a
vibrant and comfortable entryway into the park,
that is strongly connected to the Village Square
and the various businesses along Hebron Road
and Walnut Road.

TRAVEL LANE

BIKE/ CART
LANE

PARKING
LANE

SETBACK & SIDEWALK

VILLAGE SQUARE FOCUS AREA PLAN
STREET SECTION LAKE PARK DRIVE

May 11, 2

SETBACK

May 11, 2021
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VILLAGE SQUARE FOCUS AREA

STREET SECTION HEBRON ROAD/ MAIN STREET BUCKE
Hebron Road Concept
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